
Knowledge CORRIDOR
CONTENT
The exercise supports students in becoming familiar with the entrepreneurial 
skills of means-oriented action of the Effectuation approach. Through the  
exercise, students become aware of their own capabilities (means) based on 
personal as well as professional experiences and reflect on how they want to  
use them for their venture/start-up/project. 

GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS

Quick guide for students  
„Being means-oriented means building on what you already know, know and know 
how to do. With this tool you can see how much knowledge and skills they already 
have. Take 20 minutes and answer the questions on the worksheet. You can, but 
don‘t have to share your findings afterwards.“ 

30 minutes
Hand out the worksheet to your students. Go through the three questions with your students and 
clarify any open questions before students start working silently. 

Reflection exercise 15 minutes
As this exercise is very personal, leave students 
free to share their findings. Ask more open-ended 
questions along the lines of „What surprised you?“ 
„What skill would you like to use to implement 
your project?“ „What can you start doing first thing 
tomorrow?“ Alternatively, have students reflect on 
this exercise in partner work. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Students will explore the means and resources available to them based on their CV  
 and past experiences. 
• Students become aware of their own strengths and develop goals. 

45 Minutes
 
Individual work

 

MATERIALS

• Paper and pen 
• Worksheet (A4) 
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SOURCES 
Licence Michael Faschingbauer  I  Translated by World Citizen School

SOURCES

© Schäffer-Poeschel Verlag Stuttgart, 2017. Online: Michael Faschingbauer: Effectuation. How successful entre-
preneurs think, decide and act, 3rd, updated and expanded edition. 
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Knowledge CORRIDOR

1. ENTER THE CORRIDOR
Write down 6 random things that you – conditioned 
by your own personal life story –  are good at or know 
well. These can be freely associated and include both 
formal knowledge (the car industry or the Civil Code) 
as well as skills and abilities (empathising with other 
people or drive trucks with trailer). It's all about fin-
ding an entry point into your own knowledge corridor.

2. SWITCH ON THE LIGHT
In what contexts have you already used all this 
knowledge and skills already used? Are there more 
contexts? What other knowledge and skills were 
important in theimportant in the contexts you found? 
From the answers, generate another list with much 
more differentiated descriptions of what you know, 
are good at and know well, what you know, are good 
at and know well.

CONTEXTS in which this knowledge  
has alreadyhas been used

KNOWLEDGE that was also meaningful  
in these contexts

 6 THINGS YOU ARE GOOD AT



Knowledge CORRIDOR

3. WALKING ALONG THE CORRIDOR
In which current or future contexts can you apply the knowledge and skills from the detailed inventory?  
And in which others? What can you start doing tomorrow? What would be the first step? Define your objectives 
in order to take action.

CURRENT CONTEXTS in which in 
which this knowledge can be used

FUTURE CONTEXTS in which  
this knowledge can be used

EXISTING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

TOMORROW LATER GOAL
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