
My House of OPPORTUNITIES
CONTENT
With this method, students become aware of and visualise the possible next 
steps in the implementation of their idea in just 45 minutes.

GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS

Quick guide for students  
“The house of possibilities is meant for all topics and aspects that should or can be part of your  
project. Outside the house there is space for everything that should not, cannot or must not be.  
Start outside the house and ask yourself the guiding questions: 

• What do we not want to do?
• What are we not allowed to do? 
• What restrictions do we have to observe? 

Then go inside your house and consider: 
• What possibilities do we have? 
• What do we want to do? 
• What are we allowed to do? 
• What can we do? 
• What else can we imagine?

At the top of the roof of your House of Possibilities, write down your idea again in one sentence 
(USP).”

Preparation
Print out the House of Possibilities on DIN A3 once for each student/team.

5 minutes
Hand out the House of Possibilities template and read out the brief instructions (see above).  
        
20 minutes
Have students answer the questions on post-its and arrange them inside and outside the house. 
What is possible and desirable goes inside the house. When arranging the cards, you can cluster 
similar aspects. What does not seem possible or allowed is arranged outside the house along  
the path.

5 minutes
Ask all group members to raise objections to the assignments and let them negotiate directly 
what is inside and what is outside the house. If new aspects arise, these should also be written 
down and put up.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
• Students can define the direction and boundaries for a project without setting a fixed goal
• Students have an overview of the resources available to them
• Students plan and reflect on their own (project) idea
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45 Minutes
 
Individual work
Group work

 

MATERIALS

• Printed house  
 template A3
• Post-Its
• Pens
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SOURCES 
Licence Johanna Ebeling   I  Translated by World Citizen School

Reflection exercise 5-15 minutes
Ask your students to make a decision: 
Based on this overview of possibilities – is it worth pursuing the project?
 
If yes, have students write on a post-it the next concrete step they want to take to develop  
the project further.

SOURCES

Johanna Ebeling „My House of Possibilities“, inspired by „Guardrails“ in: Faschingbauer, Michael: Effectuation. 
How successful entrepreneurs think, decide and act. 
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WHAT DO WE WANT?WHAT DO WE NOT WANT? 

THE IDEA

WHAT CAN WE DO?WHAT CAN’T WE DO?

WHAT ARE WE ALLOWED TO DO?WHAT CAN’T WE DO?

WHAT SHALL WE DO?WHAT SHOULDN’T WE DO?

My House of OPPORTUNITIES
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